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‘In this case the asserted material consideration is a previous
appeal decision. It was not disputed in argument that a
previous appeal decision is capable of being a material
consideration. The proposition is in my judgment indisputable.
One important reason why previous decisions are capable of
being material is that like cases should be decided in a like
manner so that there is consistency in the appellate process.
Consistency is self-evidently important to both developers and
development control authorities. But it is also important for
the purpose of securing public confidence in the operation of
the development control system. I do not suggest, and it would
be wrong to do so, that like cases must be decided alike. An
inspector must always exercise his own judgment. He is
therefore free upon consideration to disagree with the
judgment of another but before doing so he ought to have
regard to the importance of consistency and to give his
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reasons for departure from the previous decision.
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